










A New Ulugqat 

Ulugqat is a county in the Kizilsu Kirghiz 
Autonomous Prefecture located in the far west of 
Xinjiang where the southern part of the Tianshan 
Mountains and the northern part of the Kunlun 
Mountains join each other at the west of the Tarim 
Basin. This is where the village of Simuhana, the 
last place in China to observe the disappearance of 
the sun below the western horizon, is located.  

Dry cattle and sheep feces and firewood were used 
by the local people for cooking or heating before 
2005. They even had to burn precious desert wood 
such as Euphrates poplar, Tamarix chinensis and 
Haloxylon ammodendron as a result of fuel 
shortages, and consequently endangered the local 
environment. 

In November 2005, natural gas was delivered to 
Ulugqat County through the pipeline invested and 
constructed by Tarim Oilfield. As a result, almost 
1,300 households, accounting for over 90% of the 
total in the county, started to use natural gas.  

The fuel structure of the local community has been 
drastically altered since the introduction of natural 
gas. Fewer trees are cut down, which not only 
protects the fragile environment but also helps to 
solve the pollution issue caused by the burning of 
wood. 



The previous decade has witnessed CNPC's 
constant endeavors to extend the availability of 
natural gas for communities neighboring the 
Taklimakan Desert, with an aim to help change 
conventional ways of fuel use while protecting 
desert vegetation and restoring the environment. 
CNPC's efforts have played a significant role in 
building harmonious communities and promoting 
the growth of the local economy. 




